Mendel captures

wrestling crown

The Mendel High School
Monarchs captured the
Chicago Catholic League
wrestling erown in the
championship meet held
Saturday, February 5th, at
Mt. Carmel.

Two Mendel wrestlers,
Vietor Ford and Greg Smith,
won individual cham-
pionships. Ford brought the
Monarchs their first in-
dividual championship m
five years, defeatin
thony Lisa of Loyola ﬁrr the
138 |b. division title. Smith
followed suit later in the
meel, clinching the crown
for the Monarchs with his
victory over Bob Holley of
Gordon Tech in the
heavyweight division.

The Monarchs added to
their tally with four second
place [inishes, one third
place, and one fourth place.
Second place honors went to

Michael Clifton in the 119 Ib.
division, John MeGruder,
145 Ib., Jinks Riddle, 167 Ib.,
and Leandrew Moore, 185
Ib. Steve Fortenberry
placed third in the 132 Ih.
class. and Howard Williams
ﬁ-hdh-nhhthlﬂ Ib.
8.

Winning a championship

in the powerful Catholic
League is an achievement
for any school, but the
Monarchs' accomplishment
1s even more remarkable,
considering the obstacles
they have had to overcome.

“In the past two years,
our wrestling program has
been rebuilt from seratch,”
commented veteran coach
Don Ledin, who is in his
ninth year at the helm of the
wrestling Monarchs. “In the
7416 season, at a time
when many people thought
we couldn't survive racial

. We

change, we had only six men
with wrestling
and two of them weren't
good enough to make the
team. We [inished sixth in
the League that year. Last
year we placed fifth, and we
won this year, even though
we have the :mllln.-.t
enrollment of any of the nine
teams that competed.
Unlike some of the other
teams, we don't have ‘feeder
schools’ we can rely on to
provide us with athletic
prospects. Dur men have not
wrestled in park programs
before they come to Mendel.
have to teach them
everything.”

The Monarchs’ 16-4 dual
meet record and their

| Catholic League title attest

to the outstanding job done
by Coach Ledin and his
dedicated corps of

. wrestlers.
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star of Mexico
national meet

Bruce Bugajski, former
Mendel wrestler, won all four
matches in the recently com-
pleted National Freestyle
Wrestling tournament at Mex-
lco City by defeating four op-
ponents, including three by

pins. ,
He also was voted the meeL's

outstanding sportsman in the
tourney fleld of 325 wrestlers.
His brother Dennis was beaten

in his opening match when
;F nuﬂerﬂdpsnme hroken ribs.




Ernest Young, 87 - Mendel High School

Toughness, tenacity and determination are but a few words
that describe Ernie Young, His promise in baseball was seen
very early by his Mendel baseball coaches, Mike Manderino
and Mike Curtin. In his senior year, Ernie was chosen to

the All-Catholic and All-State baseball teams. He earned a
scholarship to Lewis University where he is on several all-
time lists including the all-time list for stolen bases, runs,
runs batted in, at bats, triples, doubles, home runs and hits.
Ernie was selected 2™ team NCAA All-American in 1989
and 1* team NCAA All-American in 1990, His accomplishments have earned
him a place in both the Mendel and Lewis University Halls of Fame. Ernie was
drafted out of Lewis in 1990 by the Oakland Athletics. He won an Olympic Gold
Medal for the United States in the 2000 Sydney Olympics. After 18 seasons in
minor league and professional baseball, Ernie announced his retirement in 2008,
He then became the hitting coach for the Chicago White Sox’s rookie-level team
- the Great Falls Voyagers. Ernie was named the manager of the Kannapolis
Intimidators for the 2009 season. Following the 2009 season, he was named
hitting coach for the Team USA World Cup Team which won a Gold Medal by
defeating Cuba in Italy. He is currently in his second season as manager of the
Intimidators.
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Mondel Cathalie High Sehool
has been credited with being one
of the iop high schoels In the
country. Nale Thomas, of the 1ii
nols Institute of Technology and
director of Tunding for all minarclk
iy enginecrirg programs in the
Big 10 Universitics, commedled
recently that “of the 2200 high
gchools ihal [ come inlo comiacl
over the cogrse of 8 year, | would
rank Mendel as@Ene of Lhe lop
e

Thomas is the exccutive direc
tor of the Cammitice on Institu
tional Cooprration and the Mid
wosl Program for Minorities in
Engincering. Besides the Big 10
universities, Thomas glse handles
fonding for minorily engineering
programs for A pumber of -:|1hll;r
. W g Lhems the
.!'-PIF the Univer-
L Dearbarn,
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"The Mendel studenl that
camed bo 11T or any ong i
Big 1@ schools thal 1 2m alfiiaSed

with do not really start“hawing a
rotgh time untll they ‘o the
wecohd or thicd semester)” said
Thonas He wenl on (o say that
“f can name off the wp of my
head 10 schools in the iry
that would r:ﬁlul:r that E‘:f
ol wludkicnl An am (alkm : E
tup to bottem. Many scheols
produce a very b=ighi siudenl
whis will do well, Lut vou get'in »
cortgin level in Uhe cla~s and then
yulbtlo naot hawve that abilily aay

e Al Metdel, however, yoil
can mgp nuch farther down in the
lans d suamelimes, | think, ai
Men el the entire class, anc gel
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Mendel Matmen Reign as All-Chicago Champions
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