
 
 

Mendel Alumni Association Board of Directors Meeting 
April 9. 2024 

MINUTES 
President Tom Gavin Called the Meeting to Order at 7:05 PM 
Rick Zarr, Craig Larson, John Mikenis, Durell James, David Milton, Mike Dreznes, Terry Gainer, Kelvin Lovely, 
Pat Regan, Tom Gavin, Andy Youpel, Ron Dubin, David Ireland, Bill Duffy, Billy Hilbring, Derek Lott, John 
Franklin, and Dennis Heitzmann were present.. 
John Wilson, John Knoebel, Bob Fioretti, Eric Rouse, and  Don Triveline notified the Board that they would 
not be able to attend the meeting. 
Nolan Lane,( 7th Consecutive Miss With No Explanation),  John Fanning (4th Consecutive Miss With No 
Explanation), Gene Rouse, (1st Miss With No Explanation) and Mike Foley (4th Consecutive Miss With No 
Explanation), were Missing With No Explanation. 
 
Since this was his first meeting as Chairman, Chairman Kelvin Lovely encouraged all attendees to be prompt, 
concise and succinct so a successful comprehensive meeting could be completed in less that ninety minutes. 

 
Opening Prayer  

Andy Youpel opened the meeting with a prayer asking for a productive meeting. 
 

Minutes from February 20. 2024 BOD ZOOM Call Meeting   Mike Dreznes 
Mike Dreznes presented the Minutes from the February 20. 2024 Board Meeting.  No one had any questions 
or comments regarding the ZOOM Call Minutes. 
  
John Franklin made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. David ireland seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

Introduction and Approval of Durell James to Replace Bill Kushner on Board 
Durell James (’78) was introduced to the Board.  Durell graduated from Bradley University.  He and his wife 
have four children and four grandchildren.  He has worked for a liquor distributor for thirty-four years.  
Durell expressed his desire to work with the Board to make the Alumni Association stronger. 
 

Pat Regacn made the motion to accept Durell James as a new Board Member.  Derek Lott seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried unanimously and Durell was welcomed on the Board. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Finance Committee   Pat Regan 
 

Pat Regan presented the Financial Report as of April 7, 2024.  



 
Pat reported that: 
Our Cash Bank Balance stands at $31,877. Our Running Available Cash  Balance is $8,219. The major items 
affecting our lower Available  
Cash Balance are the following forecasted Unpaid Items: 

1. A Projected Gaelic Park payment of $8,218 for 186 attendees to the 2024 All Class Reunion. The 
previous Min was for 275 attendees. Gaelic verbally agreed to lower are Min. to 175 attendees which 
we have slightly exceeded to date. This projected cost will change as we get more Alumni Registrations. 
Highlighted In Light Green 
2. $3,042 for other Fixed Costs for the 2024 Reunion (video and photo work, plaques and other 
awards, mailings, etc.) Highlighted in Light Green. 
3.  A Proposed $6,000 for 9 Legacy Award Recipients. Highlighted in Orange 
4. We have provided for $3,180 of Donations including the Augustinian Gala, Stem Awards for the 

Year To Date Summary
2024 Budget/Actual  

ROMEOS &  

       All Class Reunion Golf Mendel  BB game Veterans Events Legacy Cash Basis Running Cash

# $ Outing Science Hall Donation Gift HOF Day Total Corporate Donations Awards Total Projection

Beginning Cash Balances 12/31/2023 21,479.12          16,676.73      (3,510.46)       (191.61)            (1,499.01)   3,129.99       36,084.76        (6,477.54)           (10,484.54)   721.92           19,844.60      19,844.60        

2024 Activity

Receipts 2024: 

Paid 168 14,680.00          775.00           420.99               . 15,875.99        260.00           16,135.99      16,135.99        

In Process 10 1,460.00                1,460.00          -                          -               850.00           2,310.00        2,310.00          

Romeo's 1,170.00              -             -                1,170.00          -               -                 1,170.00        1,170.00          

 Total 178   17,310.00          775.00           -                 420.99              -             -                18,505.99        -                     -               1,110.00        19,615.99      19,615.99        

Expenses 2024:

Paid Reunion Fixed Costs 742.04               -                 -                 -             742.04             -                     742.04           742.04             

Romeo's 1,022.45             1,022.45          1,022.45        1,022.45          

Paid-Hickory Hills deposit-2025  -             -                  -               -                 -                 -                   

Paid expenses for 2024 1,018.69        1,057.28        1,785.27           18.30            3,879.54          1,582.89             353.87         10.89             5,827.19        5,827.19          

Unpaid:

Reunion Fixed Costs 3,032.49            3,032.49          3,032.49          

Reunion Min To Gaelic Park at 175 9,300.00            9,300.00          9,300.00          

Unpaid  Hickory Hills  -                   -                  -                   

Unpaid Other -                  175.00       -                175.00             1,962.60             3,180.00      6,000.00        -                 11,317.60        

 Total 14,096.98          1,018.69        1,057.28        1,785.27           175.00       18.30            18,151.52        3,545.49             3,533.87      6,010.89        7,591.68        31,241.77        

Net Cash Results for 2024 178   3,213.02            (243.69)          (1,057.28)       (1,364.28)         (175.00)      (18.30)           354.47             (3,545.49)           (3,533.87)     (4,900.89)       12,024.31      (11,625.78)       

     

Net Cash Results 2021-2024 24,692.14          16,433.04      (4,567.74)       (1,555.89)         (1,674.01)   3,111.69       36,439.23        (10,023.03)         (14,018.41)   (4,178.97)       31,868.91      8,218.82          

  

 

Chase Bank Balance 4/7/2024 29,569.78       

    

In Process In Process    

In Process In Process Reunion Register  750.00            

In Process In Process Reunion Book & Donations 710.00            

In Process In Process Legacy Awards  850.00           

In Process      

Less: O/S Checks      

Less: O/S Checks  Regan test  (2.00)               

Less: O/S Checks    

Less: O/S Checks    

Less: O/S Checks    

Less: O/S Checks    

 31,877.78      (8.87)                

Prior year spending for Golf Outings: 2024 2023    

Rich Williams Fund for Golf Prizes 200.00               200.00             

Deposit for Hickory Hills 1,000.00            1,000.00          

 Total Remaining  

Corporate Cost: 2023 Open 2024 March June Oct Dec Total

 -                 -                 

D&O Insurance  1,726.00        -                   254            254               254                  763                     Paid Qrtly starting March 2024  

Web Fees -                 900.00           75                     225            225               225                  750                     $75/Monthly

Web Site Registration Fees. 300.00           75                     75              75                 75                    300                     $75/Qtrs.

IRS Filing Fees  150.00           75                     75              150                      

Mendel Picnic Donation  -                 -                 

-                 3,076.00        225                   629            554               554                  1,963                  

YTD 854            1,408            1,963               

Donation Items: 2024

Fr Sotak check not Cashed  250.00               

Augustinian Ad Book 750.00              Gala  2023 1,400            

Gift Cards for Reunion Support 780.00              

Catholic HOF 400.00              

STEM Awards to Juniors of St. Rita (2@ $500) 1,000.00           

3,180.00           

BB Game Attendance fees 175.00           

Legacy Awards Recommended by Committee (9) 6,000.00    



continuing  Mendel Science & Technology Hall program and Catholic League HOF program. 
Highlighted in Yellow. 
5. We have projected remaining Corporate Expenses totaling $1,963 which are Highlighted in Blue 

There has been minor activity for the Golf Outing. 
We have received over $1,100 of Legacy Donations to date. 
Pat announced that he had previously circulated a Draft of the Federal Tax Form 990EZ for 2023 for review 
by the Board for comments and questions. The filing due date is 5/15/2024. Since there were no comments 
at the Board Meeting, Pat will proceed with filing the Form 990EZ as it is now prepared. 
 
John Mikenis made the motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  John Franklin seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

Reunion Committee Report 

John Mikenis reported that we have 181 guests registered for the Reunion.  The attendance from some of 
the Classes is significantly lower than the 2022 Reunion.  No one had a good explanation for this shortfall.  
He reported that he has sixty-two of the sixty-four volunteer slots filled.   

 



 

Mike Dreznes showed the names of the attendees to date. 

John Mikenis suggested that each Board Member send a personal message to their Classmates.  Kelvin 
Lovely explained that he has already done so and is working to generate more interest.  Mike Dreznes 
offered to send each Board Member the Master Roster to use to generate interest.   Ron Dubin said that he 
has been chasing Alumni to attend events since 1999.  Persistence and dedication are critical.  Mike Dreznes 
suggested that each Board Member CALL at least three Alumni to encourage them to attend the Reunion.  

UPDATE: Mike Dreznes did send the Master Roster to all Board Members on Friday April 12, 
2024. 

Pat Regan presented the following spreadsheet to show that we should not lose money on the Reunion, but 
we should not expect make as much profit as we did in 2022.  He noted that that having the guarantee 
number reduced to 175 took off a lot of pressure. 



 

Mike Drreznes asked that all Board Members either register for the Reunion, purchase a personal message, 
donate something for the Silent Auction or make a general donation.  He showed the Board participateion 
as of April 8, 2024. 



 

Reunion Program 

Mike Dreznes showed the Program for the Reunion.  Each speaker will have about four minutes to make his 
presentation. 



 

The request for Silent Auction items has produced some fruit.  All of the Silent Auction items can be found 
at this QR code.  

THIS E E I G S PROGRAM

OPE  BAR U TIL 7:30 PM
CLA   GRO P PHOTO ,  ILE T A CTIO 

BI  I G    PLIT THE POT

DI  ER IS SER ED
OPE I G PRAYER

RE . BILL   LLI A    59  O. .A.

OPE I G REMAR S
MI E  RE  E    68 
RE  TO   PI  O O. .A.

WELCOME ADDRESS
TOM GA I    67   EL I  LO EL    78 

LIFETIME ACHIE EME T AWARD
 AC   LA      61 
MA  OF THE YEAR
 OH  BO ER   64 

HO ORED CLASSES SPEECHES
1973 BOB LOPE 
1974  A  ROWA 
CLOSI G REMAR S

OPE  BAR U TIL 10:00PM

CASH BAR U TIL 10:30 PM

SILE T AUCTIO  CLOSES &
RAFFLE WI  ERS ARE DRAW 

 :30 PM

7:30 PM

9:00 PM

10:00 PM

10:30 PM
2



 

Mike Dreznes showed the following list of Silent Auction items: 

2



 

All Board Members were asked to arrive at the Reunion by 5 PM to help set up. 

Andy Youpel suggested that  the Mendel Legacy Award Winners be invited to the Reunion.  Unfortunately, 
many of the schools consider the Awards “hidden” so the recipients are surprised by the Award, and the 
Reunion is before the Honors Ceremonies at five of the six schools with winners.   

Chairman’s Report-Golf Committee-Bill Johnson                             

Bill Johnson was not able to attend the meeting.  The Golf Committee currently consists of Andy Youpel, Bill 
Duffy, Pat Regan, Tom Gavin, Rick Zarr, Don Goeppner, Kelvin Lovely, Tim Zimbauer, John Farris, Mike 
Dreznes and Bill Kushner.  

Mike Dreznes reminded everyone to include Bob Aprati’s name as the Corporate Sponsor for the Golf 
Outing. 



 

His name is to be included on all promotional materials for the Golf Outing.   

Andy Youpel suggested that a secondary activity be added to the Golf Outing for non-golfers.  A Casino night 
was recommended.  Andy said Bill Johnson was to check with Hickory Hills to see what is possible.  A permit 
may be required.  The Board agreed to be open-minded on this issue, but also recommended that this 
secondary activity option be considered for the 2025 Golf Outing.  The Golf Committee will make 
recommendations. 

David Ireland suggested the 1984 Class get more involved with the Golf Outing.  They could help to 
implement the secondary option during the Golf Outing.   

 

Chairman’s Report-Veterans/First Responders Committee-Andy Youpel   

Terry Gainer reported that St Barnabas will have a First Responder Mass at 10 AM on Sunday April 21, 2024.  
Terry suggested that Board Members attend this Mass to try to plant seeds so the Alumni Association can 
participate in a similar event in 2025.  Terry Gainer will not be in town for this Mass.  Tom Gavin and Mike 
Dreznes said they would try to attend the Mass, and report back to the Board. 

 

Chairman’s Report-Legacy Award Committee-Eric Rouse            

The Scholarship Committee is comprised of Eric Rouse, Craig Larson, David Milton, John Wilson, Dennis 
Heitzmann, Don Triveline, Pat Regan, Andy Youpel, Tom Gavin, Ron Smith, Kelvin Lovely, Bill Kushner, Bob 
Fioretti, Danny Randall, John Franklin and Mike Dreznes.  

Eric Rouse was not on the call.  Mike Dreznes presented an update on the 2024 Legacy Awards. 



 

Legacy 



 

The Legacy Committee has a meeting scheduled on April 11, 2024 to finalize plans for the 2024 Legacy 
Award Winners..   

Chairman’s Report- Hall of Fame Committee-Dennis Heitzmann          

Mike Dreznes presented the following pages from the All-Class Reunion Program. 

Legacy 



 

Rodney Chambers will make the HOF presentation at the All-Class Reunion during the Closing Remarks.  He 
will introduce JC Crane and ask all HOF Members to stand and be recognized.   

NEW BUSINESS 

Curtis Rempson submitted his resignation from the Mendel Board of Directors.  All Directors were 
encouraged to submit names to Mike Dreznes for a replacement.  Kelvin Lovely suggested it would be 
preferred that the replacement be from the mid to late 1980 classes.   

Andy Youpel reported that St Rita would be hanging the Mendel basketball banners in their gym. UPDATE 
SEE PHOTO BELOW 

Mendel Catholic Prep High School
Hall of Fame Commi ee

Scan this  R Code to see the
Mendel Hall of Fame Directory

ME  EL CATHOLIC PREP HIGH  CHOOL HALL O   AME  OMI ATIO 

The Hall of  ame Commi ee has set up the following  uali ca on
guidelines for individuals to be considered for induc on into the
Mendel Hall of  ame 
1. Excep onal academic achievement at Mendel.
2. Excep onal leadership shown as an administrator, teacher, coach
or friend of Mendel Catholic High  chool.
3. Excep onal athle c achievement at Mendel, college or
professional sports.
4. Excep onal posi ve impact for Mendel through leadership,
shown in academic, business, professional, religious, or civic
community endeavors.
5. Commitment to the spirit of Mendel through par cipa on in
alumni or support of Augus nians ac vi es.
6. Be a person of integrity and good character.
7.  omina ons must be made on an o cial nomina ng form.
 omina on forms will be kept permanently and re evaluated.
8. Candidates may be nominated and inducted posthumously.
9. Any suppor ng materials, such as newspaper ar cles, may be
submi ed with the nomina on form.
10. Two le ers of recommenda on.

The full commi ee will carefully review and vote on all properly
completed applica ons. Those applica ons that receive a majority of
the commi ee s votes will be added to the next induc on class.  ue to
the high  uality of the applicants, not all applicants are selected on the
 rst vote  if at all. Applica ons who do not receive the re uisite
majority are encouraged to update their  les and all applicants will be
reconsidered for future class induc ons.
We are all very proud of the individuals who are inducted into the
Mendel Hall of  ame, and stress that your membership is due to your
own merits and not to any member of the commi ee or nomina ng
person.
Applica ons are available on the Mendel website to nominate yourself,
classmates, teachers, or priests.

                              

                              

                         

                               

                                

                             

                                       



 

Andy Youpel was given permission to make and hang banners in the St. Rita Gym for the 1957 and 1968 
Mendel Football City Championship teams. 

NEXT MEETING 
The next BOD ZOOM meeting will be held on Tuesday June 4, 2024 at 7 PM Chicago time.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:38 PM.   

 


