
 
Mendel Alumni Association Board of Directors Meeting 

October 8, 2024 
MINUTES 

President Tom Gavin Called the Meeting to Order at 7:04 PM 
Fr. Tom Griffin, David Ireland, David Milton, Dennis Heitzmann, Durell James, Eric Rouse, J.C. Crane, Mike 
Frigo, John Mikenis, Kelvin Lovely, Mike Dreznes, Mark Hubbard, and Tom Gavin were present. 
Bob Fioretti, Bob Lopez, Craig Larson, Derek Lott, Don Triveline, John Wilson, Pat Regan, Rick Zarr, Ron 
Dubin, and Terry Gainer notified the Board that they would not be able to attend the meeting prior to the 
meeting. 
John Fanning (7th Consecutive Miss With No Explanation), Bill Duffy, Billy Hilbring, and John Franklin were 
Missing With No Explanation. 
 

Opening Prayer  
Fr. Tom Griffin, O.S.A. opened the meeting with a prayer asking for a productive meeting and 
God’s blessings.  Fr, Tom also asked for a moment of silence for Gene Rouse.  Kelvin Lovely 
asked for prayers for Angelo Williams, (’78) who passed on September 29, 2024. 

 
 

Gene Rouse (’72)
R.I.P.

October 7, 2024



Minutes from June 4, 2024, BOD ZOOM Call Meeting   Mike Dreznes 
Mike Dreznes presented the Minutes from the August 13, 2024, Board Meeting. No one had any 
questions or comments regarding the ZOOM Call Minutes. 
  
Durell James made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. Mike Frigo seconded the 
motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Finance Committee   Pat Regan 
Pat Regan was not able to attend the meeting due to personal reasons. Mike Dreznes 
presented the Financial Report as of October 8, 2024, on Pat’s behalf.  
 
Mike showed two attachments. The first attachment showed the Year-to-Date Summary as of 
10/6/2024. Our Bank Cash Balance stands at $38,726 and our Projected 12/31/2024 Running 
Cash Balance stands at $35,388,  This did not change much from the last projection 

These are the significant items since our last meeting: 

1. We made the 3rd installment of the D&O Insurance. There is 1 more payment to be made in November. 
2. Our Storage Facility costs have increased as our promotional first year deal expired in October. we will see 
a $300 annual increase. 
3. We paid St. Rita for the First Annual Gregor Mendel Science and Technology Awards (2 @ $500/each).  

 



Pat Regan prepared a Second Attachment labeled Cost Coverage.   

This preliminary analysis shows the estimated Cost Commitments for the Annual Events and 
other related spending for 2025. This does not include any receipts from Events nor donations 
Sources-just the cost of operating the Association and conducting the expected Events in 
2025. 

 
 
In Summary, Pat Regan noted that we should be in very good financial position to execute our 
Operating Plans for 2025. 

John Mikenis made the motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Eric Rouse seconded the 
motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Coach Joe Magee Induction Into the Chicago Catholic League Hall of Fame 
Tom Gavin explained the Catholic League Hall of Fame Application for Coach Joe Magee has 
been submitted. 

When Coach Magee is inducted into the 2025 HOF Class on May 1, 2025, his widow,  Maureen 
will use the occasion to present the ball used in the 6-0 Prep Bowl Victory over Calumet High 
School in 1957 to allow it to be displayed in Mendel Hall at St. Rita High School. 

 



All Monarchs, especially Monarchs who played for Coach Magee will be invited to make the 
induction dinner an incredibly special night in Mendel Lore. The goal is to fill a great number 
of tables at the induction.  

Mike Dreznes showed a plaque from the New World in 1957 naming Coach Magee the All-
American Catholic Prep Coach of the Year in 1957.  John Mikenis found this plaque on eBay!  
This plaque also will be displayed in the Mendel Hall of Fame at St. Rita. 

 
Mike Dreznes also announced that the application for Mike O’Hare’s (’70) Induction into the 
Catholc League Hall of Fame also had been submitted. 

Mike Dreznes asked Board Members to send him nominations for other Monarchs to be 
inducted into the Catholic League HOF to be discussed at the next Board Meeting.  He 
presented the list below to show the Mendel Monarchs in the Catholic League Hall of Fame.  

 



Locating Alumni Status-Mike Dreznes   

Mike Dreznes emphasized the need to have good contact details, especially email addresses 
for missing Alumni. All Board Members were again asked to review the contact details for 
themselves, as well as friends, family, and other Classmates in the Master Roster  

Mike thanked Rich Williams and Ron Dubin for their efforts to find missing Alumni.  

A document showing the effectiveness of the Board’s efforts to locate missing Alumni was 
presented.  

 

The goal is to have good email addresses for 65% of the living Alumni. We are currently at 
58.2%. When the campaign started in June of 2023, we only had 23% of the email addresses 
for living Alumni. 

Some classes are doing very well (green highlighted classes), and some classes need a 
“Champion” to locate missing Classmates (red highlighted classes). The Class of 1976 was 
called out and challenged to find contact details on Classmates to have good emails for at 
least 40% of the living Classmates.   The 1976 Class is the only Mendel graduation Class 
under 40! Mike asked for everyone’s help with this critical assignment.  

It is unrealistic to expect an Alum to attend a Mendel activity if he does not know about the 
event. Using emails is the most effective option we have to raise awareness of the Alumni 
Association and our events and activities. We need more email addresses! 
Chairman’s Report-Legacy Award Committee-Eric Rouse    
The Mendel Legacy Award Committee is comprised of Chairman Eric Rouse, Craig Larson, 
David Milton, John Wilson, Dennis Heitzmann, Don Triveline, Pat Regan, Andy Youpel, Tom 
Gavin, Ron Smith, Kelvin Lovely, Bob Fioretti, Danny Randall, John Franklin, and Mike 
Dreznes.  
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Eric Rouse and Craig Larson agreed to coordinate the 2025 Legacy Award Campaign. Craig 
Larson offered to be the contact person to receive all the Applications and Essays.  He will 
then distribute them to the Legacy Award Committee for judging. 

i Pat Regan noted that will be able to present up to $7,000 in Scholarships in 2025, compared 
to $6,000 this year.   

 

Mike Dreznes reminded everyone that the 2025 Mendel Legacy Award is open to any child, 
grandchild or great grandchild of a Mendel High School Alum who is a senior in high school 
(2025 Graduating Class.)  The submittal deadline is March 15, 2025. 

Chairman’s Report-Hall of Fame Committee-J.C. Crane 
J.C. asked all Board Members to send nominations for Mendel Alumni Association for the HOF 
Class of 2025. He emphasized that not every application is approved for induction. The Mendel 
HOF Members are the best of the best. 

He stated that the Committee had received three complete applications to date.  The deadline 
is December 31, 2024.  The HOF Induction Ceremony will be Saturday May 24, 2025 at 10:30 
AM at St. Rita. 

He noted that Andre Banks, Mike Hogan and Tony Daniel were  inducted into the Chicago 
Catholic League Hall of Fame (CCLHOF), but not the Mendel Hall of Fame.  The Board agreed 
that Induction into the CCLHOF should automatically qualify the individual for induction into 
the Mendel HOF.  JC noted that this issue will be addressed by the Mendel HOF Committee. 

 (UPDATE-Mike O’Hare (’70) who is being considered for Induction into the 
CCLHOF also is not a Member of the Mendel HOF John Mikenis initated an 
application for Michael O Hare for the Mendel HOF. 



John Mikenis and J.C.Crane announced that the H.O.F. Committee is planning to intrduce 
“Mendel Den of Honor” as a subset of the Mendel H.O.F. 

 
They presented the criteria for Induction below: 

 
The Board agreed that, if this concept is accepted by the H.O.F. Committee, the 1957 Mendel 
Football team should be the first team inducted into the “DEN.” 



The Board asked the H.O.F. Committee to consider a new subset for the HOF that would 
automatically y include Veterans and First Responders killed in the Line of Duty.  Apparently 
this is the practice with other High Schools like St. Rita, Brother Rice and Mt. Carmel.  JC 
Crane will discuss this with the H.O.F. Committee and report back at the next Board Meeting. 

Chairman’s Report-Veterans Committee-Andy Youpel 
Andy Youpel was not able to attend the BOD Meeting.  Mike Dreznes announced the Veterans 
Committee plans for the First Mass For Chicago Southside Catholic High School Veterans & 
First Responders Who Died in the Line of Duty on Thursday November 14, 2024 at 7 PM  St 
Cajetan Church 2445 West 112th Street Chicago, IL 

 
Mike Dreznes showed the Mendel Alumni Veterans killed in Vietnam, as well as the Mendel 
Men killed in the Line of Duty as First Responders.  

 

All Board Members were strongly encouraged to attend this Mass. 

SAVE THE DATE!



Mike Dreznes also announced that a Mass Booklet will be produced for the First Mass For 
Chicago Southside Catholic High School Veterans & First Responders Who Died in the Line of 
Duty.  He asked all Board Members to consider taking out an ad and/or submitting a Memorial 
Message for the Mass Booklet.  Contact Mike Dreznes for additional details. 

 

 



Website Committee-Rick Zarr 
The Mendel Alumni Association continues to get rave reviews for its website. Rick Zarr, John 
Fanning and John Dreznes were thanked for their efforts. 

John Dreznes and John Fanning are working on “fixes’ to speed up the website and to prevent 
“glitches” that can cause the site to crash. 

Mike Dreznes has reached out to Bernie Tafoya (’75) so ask him to record interviews with 
Mendel Authors.  To date, Mike and Bernie have not connected. 

BOD Members Financial and Personal Commitment      
Kelvin Lovely explained that the survival and success of the Mendel Alumni Association is 
dependent on the active participation and support of its Members. This is especially true for 
the Board of Directors who must lead by example.  

As a show of leadership, Fr. Tom offered to donate back the stipend he receives for attending 
the Board Meetings.    

It is difficult for Board Members who live outside of the Chicagoland area to attend the Mendel 
Alumni Association events. However, Board Members who do not live in the Chicagoland area 
can also participate financially. Kelvin said that a recurring monthly donation of at least $4 a 
month would help to keep the Alumni Association vibrant, strong and fiscally sound. 
Donations can be made at this site: Legacy Award | Mendel C.H.S. (mendelchs.org) 

Kelvin proposed that the following language be added to the Mendel Alumni Association 
Articles of Association: 

.  

John Mikenis made the motion to accept the resolution.  Mike Frigo seconded the motion.  The 
motion was unanimously approved. 

RESOLVED ON THIS DATE OF AUGUST 13, 2024:
All Mendel Alumni Association Board of Directors understand that their active
attendance, participation, and personal volunteering in logistical support of Alumni
Events are key components of a Board Member’s role in the Mendel Alumni
Association. The Board is only as strong as the active commitment by each Board
Member, and cannot rely solely on a few individuals to do all the work.

Fundraising is a major component of a Mendel Alumni Association Board Member’s
responsibilities. Financial support, either through giving or through solicitation of
other Alumni to give to the Annual Appeal and special events is an essential element
of that duty.

Board Members are requested to make an annual financial contribution according
to their personal means and to the best of their ability to do so. No minimum dollar
amount is associated with this Resolution. The only necessity is that each Board
Member participate financially.

Board Members can make Donations on a reoccurring monthly basis at this site:
Legacy Award | Mendel C.H.S. (mendelchs.org)

Board Members also are encouraged to add a legacy gift to the Mendel Alumni
Association to their wills.

https://mendelchs.org/product-category/scholarship/


First Annual Appeal for All Alumni -John Mikenis 
John Mikenis proposed that the Mendel Alumni Association initiate an Annual Appeal.  

 
The following letter be sent to all Alumni. 

 

We need a coordinated effort to raise funds that can be used to support our retired
Augustinian priest teachers and our Legacy Scholarship Program.

We are proposing the creation of the FirstGregor Mendel Annual Appeal to be Conducted on
the birthday of St. Augustine on November 13, 2024. and run for thirty-seven days in honor of
Mendel High School’s thirty-seven year history.

Gregor Mendel Annual Appeal -Every Gift Really Does Matter.
TO ALL MENDEL HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI :
Hundreds of Alumni, former Mendel staff, and long -time friends have provided valuable support for the Mendel High School
Alumni Association. Your financial assistance and involvement in the Mendel High School Alumni Association make a
significant impact in the lives of the Augustinians who taught us at Mendel, and can help to offset some of the costs for
college education for our Sons & Daughters, our Grandchildren, and our Great -Grandchildren.

To strengthen this initiative, we are excited to announce the First Gregor Mendel Annual Appeal, which will kick off on the
birthday of St. Augustine on November 13. We need your financial support to make this campaign successful!

You can make your donation online at Donations | Mendel C.H.S. (mendelchs.org) You also can designate your contribution
for the Legacy Awards (Financial Aid) at this site: Legacy Award | Mendel C.H.S. (mendelchs.org)

Additional donation opportunities also are available in the form of Sponsorships for our Annual Golf Tournament and/or our
Biennial All Class Reunion, as well as personal memorials for our Veterans’ Day Mass booklet. Consider leaving a donation
to the Mendel Alumni Association in your Final Will. For additional information on Donations, Annual Gifts or Sponsorships
for the Mendel Alumni Association, please call Mike Dreznes at (707) 344 -5878 or by email to zekedrez@aol.com .

This Gregor Mendel Annual Appeal is your chance to help to keep our Mendel Alumni Association strong and effective.
Remember that you can mandate where your donation should be used. Together, we can have a positive influence in the
lives of those in need. Thanks in advance for your support of this very important Fund -Raising Effort.

In honor of the thirty-seven year history of Mendel High School, the Gregor Mendel Appeal will end after thirty -seven
days on December 7, 2024.

Mendel Catholic Alumni Association Board of Directors



 

Managing Sign -Up Sheets for Activities and Events-John Mikenis 
 
John Mikenis explained that a variety of on-line software is available to help with the 
coordination of volunteers at Mendel events.  

John Dreznes explained that until the website is upgraded, it is not possible to add these sign 
up sheets.  John Dreznes will add the necessary software when it is feasible. 
 

Second Half of 2024 and 2025 Calendar of Events-John Mikenis 
The following schedule of events was presented to the Board. 

John Mikenis expressed concern that too many Mendel Alumni Association events were 
scheduled too close to each other.  

He presented the following document to show the events in 2024 and 2025:i 

 
 

 

 

 



 
Gregor Mendel O.S.A. Science and Technology Award at St Rita-Andy Youpel 
Two five-hundred-dollar awards were given to St. Rita High School Seniors who have shown 
excellence in Science.  Their names will be added to the plaque that will hang in the Mendel 
Hall of Fame in St. Rita High School. 

 
 

UPDATE: Andy Youpel will present the plaques at the Mass at St. Rita on October 23, 2024.  All 
Mendel Men are invited to attend this Mass. The Plaque will be placed in the Mendel HOF Spot. 

Second Half of 2024 and First
Half of 2025 Prospective View:
•11/13/24 - 1st Annual Gregor Mendel Appeal
•11/14/24 – Mass for Veterans & First Responders
•12/24- Christmas Gathering
•5/1/25 CCLHOF HOF Induction Luncheon
•5/25 Sneaker Ball - Class of ‘84
•5/31/25 or 6/7/25 - Class of ‘75 Reunion
•6/25 Blue Smoke Checkin - Class of ‘84
•6/25 Picnic - Class of ‘84
•7/20/25 - Gregor Mendel Birthday
•7/25 Golf Tournament
•11/11/25 Veterans Day
•11/13/25 – 2nd Annual Gregor Mendel Appeal
•What Else To Schedule (Volunteer Impact)?

UPDATE 10/11/24: THE 2024/2025 EVENTS
HAVE BEEN UPDATED ON THIS CHART



 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Christmas Gathering  
Mike Dreznes asked for suggestions for dates and locations for the Annual Christmas 
Gathering. 

Music “Jam Session” with Mendel Alumni 
David Ireland suggested that the Mendel Alumni Association organize an event that would 
feature the musical talents of Mendel Alumni.  One option would be to utilize a room at St. Rita 
and invite all of the Alumni who performed in bands. 
 
The Board agreed to pursue this activity at the next Board Meeting. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
Fr. Tom closed the meeting by thanking God for the productive meeting and for the 
participation by the Committee Members. 

NEXT MEETING 
The next BOD ZOOM meeting will be held on Tuesday December 10, 2024, at 7 PM Chicago time.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:18 PM.   

 


