
 
Mendel Alumni Association Board of Directors Meeting 

August 5, 2025 
MINUTES 

President Tom Gavin Called the Meeting to Order at 7:03 PM 
Mark Hubbard, Eric James, Bill Duffy, Derek Lott, Bob Fioretti, David Milton, Craig Larson, Bob 
Lopez, Eric Rouse, Mike Frigo, Fr. Tom Griffin, Dan Rowan, Terry Gainer, John Mikenis, Kelvin 
Lovely, Mike Dreznes, J.C. Crane, Tom Gavin, Pat Regan and Rick Zarr were present.  Bill 
Johnson and Andy Youpel also attended the meeting as guests. 
Don Triveline and Dennis Heitzmann notified the Board that they would not be able to attend 
the meeting prior to the meeting. 
David Ireland, Billy Hilbring, Art Gillespie, Durell James, Ron Dubin (3rd Consecutive Miss 
With No Explanation), John Fanning (12th Consecutive Miss With No Explanation)and  John 
Franklin were Missing With No Explanation. 
 

Opening Prayer  
Fr. Tom Griffin, O.S.A. opened the meeting with a prayer asking for God’s blessings and 
guidance. 
 

Minutes from June 24, 2025 BOD ZOOM Call Meeting   Mike Dreznes 
Mike Dreznes presented the Minutes from the June 24, 2025, Board Meeting. No one had any 
questions or comments regarding the ZOOM Call Minutes. 
  
Rick Zarr made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted. Terry Gainer seconded the 
motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Finance Committee   Pat Regan 
Pat Regan announced that the major financial activity was the 2025 Golf Outing, which set a 

new record-achieving a net contribution of $14.4k.     

 
The only other major item is that we secured Crime Insurance, which was paid in July-premium of 
$758. This coverage is typical for Associations like ours and protects our Funding that has increased 
significantly in 2023-2025. 

Given our present Cash Balance, with $34Kk in our Money Markey account we might want to 
consider putting some of those funds into a 6 month CD. This would allow us to lock in a rate 
of 4.10 - 4.15% as it would seem that Money Market rates will probably decrease in the near 
future.  UPDATE: The Board agreed that Pat Regan should invest $20,000 in a CD with Russ 
Petrizzo. 
 
 
 



 
 

Pat Regan presented a new Report comparing our YTD Results to the Annual Plan as of 7/31/2025. 
With the conclusion of the Golf Outing ,we are  pretty much past all the Major Events for 2025. 

 Events open for the balance of the year are Vets Day, Romeo's and Xmas Party, which usually 
perform near break- even.  The other Major considerations are: Donation to Augustinians-ie. 
Health and Well Being Care. We gave $7,000 in 2023. 
 
Legacy/Gregor Mendel Award Collections are more seasonal as we mostly gain these receipts 
in non-Reunion years around Thanksgiving- Christmas time frame.  We garnered $6,350 in the 
Fall of 2024. 

 
 
 

John Mikenis made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report and Bill Duffy seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed unanimously.   
 



New Board of Directors August 1, 2025 Configuration -Kelvin Lovely 

Vote/Installation of New Board Members for 8/1/25 to 7/31/28 Term 

Eric James was presented to the Board as a possible replacement for John Wilson for a three- 
year term starting on August 1, 2025.  The other Board Members whose terms expired on July 
31, 2025 agreed to extend their terms for an additional three years until July 31, 2028. 

Pat Regan was named Assistant Secretary as well as Treasurer. 

Bob Fioretti made the motion to accept the proposed slate of Board Directors.  David Milton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously, and Eric was welcomed to the Board. 

 

Locating Alumni Status-Mike Dreznes  

Mike Dreznes presented the following chart to show the progress made since June 20, 2023 to 
locate missing Alumni. He emphasized that we cannot expect Alumni to participate in the 
Mendel Alumni activities if they are not aware of them.  We need email addresses! 



 

  

Some classes are doing very well l (blue highlighted classes), and some classes need a 
“Champion” to locate missing Classmates (red highlighted classes).    

Mike thanked Rich Williams, Derek Lott and Ron Dubin for their efforts to find missing Alumni.  

The goal is to have good email addresses for 65% of the living Alumni. This is the first time we 
reached 61%.  When the campaign started in June of 2023, we only had 23% of the email 
addresses for living Alumni. 

Hall of Fame Committee Report -J.C. Crane 

J.C. Crane asked for 2026 Mendel HOF Nominations.  The deadline for applications is 
December 31, 2025.  Mike Dreznes also asked for 2026 Chicago Catholic League HOF 
nominees.  Don Ledin was suggested.  Volunteers are needed to reach out to Don Ledin, and 
others, and to prepare their nomination forms before the February 6, 2026 Chicago Catholic 
League HOF application deadline. 

2025 Website Committee Report-Rick Zarr  

Rick Zarr gave John Farris 13 DVDs from the Hall of Fame Ceremony.   

Rick Zarr  gave a video card  to Bill Johnson with all of the pictures that Tim Zimbauer and he 

took from the Golf Outing. 

Mendel All-Class Picnic June 28, 2025 Recap-Mark Hubbard 

Mark Hubbard announced that the 2025 All-Class Family Cookout was a big success.  He said 
the 2026 Golf Outing should be on the same weekend as the All-Class Family Cookout.     
 

Mendel Alumni Association Golf Outing Recap-Bill Johnson 

Bill Johnson presented a summary on the 26th Mendel Alumni Association Golf Outing on 
Friday July 25. 2025.  In spite of the rain, the Golf Outing was a big financial success. 

     
        
        
       
    

    

    

        

    

    

      



 

Pat Regan presented the following Financial Summary on the Golf Outing: 

 



 

 
 
 
All Board Members were asked to donate goods, services or cash to be used for raffle items 
or giveaways.  All but two Board Members complied with this request. 
 
The Board thanked Bill Johnson for his hard work, and Bill Johnson thanked the Golf 
Committee and all the Volunteers for making this Golf Outing such a huge success. 



 

 
The Board was asked for recommendations that could be used to make the 2026 Golf Outing 
even better than the 2025 Golf Outing.  There was significant discussion among the Board 
Members. 
 
Eric Rouse asked that the 2026 All Class Reunion be the same weekend as the Golf Outing in 
2026.  Members of the 1975 my class stated that would be preferable as many Alumni attend 
from out of town.  At the 1975 Class 50th Reunion in June they had classmates from CA, LA, 
FL, TX, GA, and KY who would be more willing to come with both options on the same 
weekend.   
 
 
The Golf Committee sent out the following survey to the 2025 Golf Outing Participants: 



 
 
Based on the survey responses & the discussions at the Golf Committee Recap Meeting & the 
discussion at the Board of Directors Meeting, the following suggestions were made for 2026: 

 
Mendel “Jam Session” Update -David Ireland  

                         
                       



David Ireland was not able to attend the meeting.  Rick Zarr announced that he can access a 
venue near Oak Brook, Illinois once the decision is made to pursue the event. 
 

Class of 1975 50th Anniversary Celebration Report-Eric Rouse 
Approximately sixty members of the 1975 Class met at Gwendolyn Brooks High School in the 
morning of Satuday June 7, 2025.  They then went to Baroccos Pizza for dinner.  The 
organizing committee did an excellent job planning ond implementing the event. 
 

Eric Rouse requested that the 2026 Golf Outing be held the same weekend as the All-Class 
Reunion where the Class of 1975 will be Honored Guests for their 50th Anniversary. 
 

Catholic League HOF Monarch Nominations Status-Mike Dreznes 
Mike Dreznes reminded the Board that the Chicago Catholic League Hall of Fame Nominations 
must be submitted by February 6, 2026.  
 
It was suggested that Don Ledin be considered.  The Board needs someone to work with Don 
Ledin to confirm his interest and to initiate his application.  Don Ledin is in the Mendel HOF. 
 
Pope Leo XIV was mentioned as another Chicago Catholic League Hall of Fame Nominee.  
Mike Dreznes offered to discuss this possibility with Tom McCarthy at St. Rita High School. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Gregor Mendel Birthday Donation to Retired Augustinians 
Gregor Mendel’s birthday is July 20, 2025.  The Board proposed presenting $5,000 for the 
retired Augustinians.  This was already in the budget and it could become an annual tradition 
on Gregor Mendel’s birthday.  Pat Regan made the motion to present the $5,000 to the 
Augustinians. Terry Gainer seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
 

Proposal to Review of the Articles of Association - Kelvin Lovely 
Kelvin Lovely advised that he is reviewing the existing Mendel Alumni Association Articles of 
Association.  He will present his proposal for a rewrite at the first Board Meeting in 2026. 
 

Pope Leo XIV Shrine in Gregor Mendel Hall at St. Rita-Mike Dreznes 
Mike Dreznes reported that he talked to Tom McCarthy who agreed that a shrine to Pope Leo 
XIV would be a good idea.  He proposed that the shrine be in the St. Rita Chapel Vestibule, and 
the background be a collage of the Pope.  More details to follow. 

 
 

 Augustinian Boat Tour Concept-Mike Dreznes 



Terry Lynch (’66) has a friend who owns the Chicago Line Cruises offered the Mendel Alumni 
Association a complimentary Architectural Tour down the Chicago River.  

 
Terry suggested a Boat Cruise to honor the Midwest Augustinians,  There are 56 Midwest 
Augustinians.  Fr. Tom Griffin offered to help to coordinate the cruise.  More details to follow. 
 
UPDATE: A conference call is scheduled for Tuesday August 12 to discuss plans for this 
cruise. This will NOT be a fundraiser.  Terry Johnson is donating the boat and the open 
bar.  The Alumni Association will supply wrapped sandwiches from Subway or Jimmy Johns, 
or something similar. 
 This will NOT be used as a fundraiser for the Pope's Shrine at St. Rita.  However, we can use 
the cruise as the opportunity to announce the Shrine.  We could call the Cruise "The 
Augustinian River Cruise" or something like that. 
 

The boat will be the Fort Dearborn, which can easily accommodate 100 passengers.  It will be 
a two-hour cruise down the Chicago River.  The boat leaves from a dock that is just west of 
Navy Pier.  There will NOT be anyone narrating the architect tour.  This is designed to be 
purely a social event. 
 

We should consider hiring a bus or an Uber to get the Augustinians from Crown Point to the 
dock. 
 
Terry Johnson suggests we have the cruise at 5 PM on a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday in 
early September.  I suggest September 9, 10 or 11.   The St. Rita Award ceremony is at 9:30 on 
September 10.  We could invite the two winners to join us on the cruise. 
 
It was suggested that each Augustinian be allowed to bring a guest, if he or she desires.  We 
should also invite the Board of Directors to attend as cruise hosts.  Comments are 
welcomed.    
 

 

Discovery of Sixteenth Monarch killed in Vietnam-Andy Youpel 

                



Andy Youpel explained that he was notified by a Mendel Alum that we were not including  
James Sachaschik (‘67) in our list of Veterans who were killed in Vietnam.  Research verified 
that James Sachashik did die in Vietman on February 24, 1970 and he is on the Vietnam Wall 
in Washington D.C.  He is the 16th Monarch killed in Vietnam. 

 
 
The Mendel Page honoring the Monarchs killed in Vietnam has been updated. 

 
 

 
 
Plans for Mendel Alumni Association All-Class Reunion 2026 

  

                    
                    
                        
                 



 
The 1975 Class will be  Honored Guests (50 Years), along with the 1976 Class (50 Years) as 
well as the 1955 Class (Our First 70 Year Class) at the 2026 Mendel Alumni Association All-
Class Reunion. The 1965 and 1966 Classes (60 Years) and the 1985 and 1986 Classes (40 
Years) will Special Guests. 
 
Mike Dreznes asked for volunteers to join the organizing committee for the All-Class Reunion 
in 2026.  Bob Lopez had previously offered to serve.  Mike Dreznes had sent an email blast to 
the 1975 and 1976 Class to ask them to create an Organizing Committee. Only Eric Rouse (’75) 
and William Marshall (’76) responded positively. 
 
Mike Dreznes hoped that some 1975 and 1976 Classmates step up to be the leaders for this 
Reunion. 
 
Mike Dreznes expressed a real concern that the known email addresses for the 1975 Class and 
the 1976 Class are among the lowest of all classes. (50% for 1975 and 44% for 1976)  This 
could create notification problems.  He asked for help from the Board to coordinate this 
Reunion. 
 
Logical choices for the event are either Gaelic Park or Hickory Hills Golf Course.  The last 
Reunion was held on May 3, 2024 at Gaelic Park.   
 
Eric Rouse did request that the Reunion becomes the “Reunion Weekend” by scheduling the 
Reunion on Friday and the Golf Outing on Saturday.  Another possibility is to have the 
Reunion on Friday and the All-Class Family Cookout on Saturday.   
 
All Board Members were asked to plan to participate in the organizing process and to attend 
the  combined “Reunion Weekend.”   
 

 
Chicago Cubs Game Fundraiser in 2026 



The Alumni Association was invited by the Chicago Cubs to organize an outing at Wrigley 
Field at a game this year.  The Board agreed that the concept sounded good, and it should be 
considered in 2026, possibly as a part of the “Reunion Weekend.” 

 

Set Next Meeting Date 
The next BOD Zoom Meeting will be on Tuesday September 23, 2025 at 7 PM Chicago time. 
 

Closing Prayer-Fr. Tom Griffin 
Fr. Tom Griffin O.S.A. closed the meeting with a prayer thanking God for a productive meeting 
and he mentioned the Monarchs that had passed since the last Board Meeting. 
 

Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 PM Chicago time. 

 
 
 
 

 

           

                   

                                                                                       
                                                                                          
       

                                                                                  
                                                         

                                                                                  
        

          

                                    
            
            
                                                       


