
 

Mendel Alumni Association Board of Directors Meeting 
April 7, 2026 

MINUTES 
President Tom Gavin and Chairman Kelvin Lovely Called the 
Meeting to Order at 7:02 PM 
Bill Duffy, David Ireland, J.C. Crane, Craig Larson, Eric Rouse, 
Dan Rowan, Terry Gainer, John Mikenis, Mike Dreznes, Tom 
Gavin, Kelvin Lovely, Mark Hubbard, Rick Zarr, Pat Regan, 
Durell James, and Eric James were present.  
 
Fr. Tom Griffin, Art Gillespie, Bob Fioretti, Don Triveline, 
Dennis Heitzmann, and Ron Dubin notified the Board that they 
would not be able to attend prior to the meeting.  
 
Derek Lott, Bob Lopez, Mike Frigo, John Fanning (17th 
Consecutive Miss with No Explanation), David Milton, Billy 
Hilbring, and John Franklin were Missing with No Explanation. 
 
Opening Prayer  
Since Fr. Tom Griffin, O.S.A. was not able to attend the 
meeting, Mike Dreznes opened the meeting with a prayer 
asking for God’s guidance and grace for all Mendel Alumni.  

 
February 3, 2026, BOD ZOOM Meeting Minutes-Mike Dreznes 
Mike Dreznes presented the Minutes from February 3, 2026, 
Board Meeting. No one had any questions or comments 
regarding the ZOOM Call Minutes. 
  
Eric Rouse made a motion to approve the minutes as 
submitted. Kelvin Lovely seconded the motion. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
 



Comptrroller’s Report: Finance Committee   Pat Regan 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Pat Regan stated that he and Eric James were working well  
together to transition the newly created Comptroller position, 
which is filled by Pat Regan with the Treasurer position, which 
is filled by Eric James.  

Pat noted that some housekeeping was needed, and both Mike 
Foley and Larry Bliss were removed from the Chase Bank 
account profile effective immediately.  



Terry Gainer made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report 
and Bill Duffy seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
Locating Alumni Status-Mike Dreznes  

Mike Dreznes presented the following chart to show the 
progress made since June 20, 2023, to locate missing    
Alumni. He emphasized that we cannot expect Alumni to 
participate in the Mendel Alumni activities if they are not aware 
of them. We need email addresses! 

 

Mike Dreznes congratulated the Classes of 1962, 1965, 1966, 
1968, 1969, 1973, 1974 and 1977 for their efforts to locate 
missing Alumni.  

     
        
        
       
    

    

    

        

    

    

      

   

      

        



Mike expressed concern that we do not have many email 
addresses for the Reunion Honored Classes of 1975 (50%) and 
1976 (44%). This could be a problem for attendance with the 
Reunion,  Mike also noted that the later classes (1984-1988) 
were close to or exceeding 60%.  This is a positive 
development. 

It was mentioned that some Alumni either do not have email 

addresses or would prefer not to have their email addresses 

“publicized.” However, many of these individuals are aware of 

the Mendel activities through phone calls and texts  Mike 

agreed that as long as the Alumni are aware of Mendel 

activities and events, it does not matter what tools they use to 

learn about the activities and events.    

Mike offered to send the Class rosters to any Board Members 
who were willing to help with the search.  

The goal is to have good email addresses for 65% of the living 
Alumni. When the campaign started in June of 2023, we only 
had 23% of the email addresses for living Alumni. We currently 
have over 59%. 

Mike explained that “BEEN VERIFIED” and “MY LIFE” were 
two useful sources to use to locate missing Alumni.  

Terry Gainer is doing a great job contacting the Members of 
the 1965 Class by phone,  He is using the phone call as an 
opportunity to update his Classmates on other Mendel Alumni 
activities. John Mikenis is doing the same with his 1973 Class, 
as is Andy Youpel for his 1966 Class. 

 
 
 
 
 



Update on Mendel Alumni Association All-Class Reunion 2026 
The 2026 Mendel Alumni Association All-Class Reunion will be 
held on May 1, 2026 at Gaelic Park.  

 
The classes of 1955 & 1956 (80 Years), 1965 & 1966 (70 Years), 
1975 & 1976 (50 Years), and 1985 & 1986 (40 Years) will be the 
Honored Guests. An Organizing Committee was created, and 
they held Planning Committee meetings on January 13, March 
3, and April 6.  The next planning meeting is scheduled for 
April 14. 

The current registration count is 187 Attendees. (NOTE 
ATTENDANCE AS OF APRIL 12, 2026 IS UP TO 200) 

 

                      
                      

                                  
                       

                               

              
                               

                

               
                  
                     

               
                                   

                          
                 
               

                             
               

                      
                      
               

                       

                                   
                          

     
           

       

       

       

       

           



These are the current volunteers for the Reunion. All Board 
Members are asked to volunteer before and/or at the Reunion. 

 

 



 

The following individuals will be managing the key sectors: 

COMMUNICATIONS: Mike Dreznes 

MERCHANDISE:  Jack Dreznes 

REGISTRATION:  Terry Gainer 

SPLIT THE POT:  Derek Lott 

SILENT AUCTION: John Mikenis (He will not be at Reunion) 

REUNION PROGRAM: Mike Dreznes 

Bernie Tafoya agreed to emcee the Reunion. 

Mike Dreznes showed a copy of the Reunion Program.  This 
will be available in hard copy as well as digital. Over $5,000 in 
ads were sold. 

John Mikenis has done an amazing job with the Silent Auction.  
We hired the services of Give Butter to allow Monarchs to bid 
on Silent Auction online until April 26.  John Mikenis is 
coordinating this activity.  Items valued at over $10,000 have 
been donated.  The goal now is to get more Monarchs to bid 
on these items, both before and at the Reunion. 



We will have a live Auction in addition to the Silent Auction at 
the Reunion.  Items not sold online on GiveButter will be sold 
at the live auction 

Mike Dreznes was approached by Bobby Reed (’86) to make a 
Podcast on the Reunion.  This podcast aired on April 1,  Plans 
are in place to conduct another Podcast prior to the Reunion. 

 

Terry Gainer volunteered to serve as the Registration 
Committee Chairman.  He will meet with Mike Dreznes to 
develop a strategy to ensure a smooth registration process 
and to develop name badges for all the attendees. 

Billy Hilbring is trying to coordinate a Mendel All-Stars vs the 
Catholic League All-Stars Basketball Extravaganza  on 
Saturday May 2.  Billy was not at the meeting, so details will be 
revealed later.   

Bishop Dan Turley (’60) will be honored as the “Man of the 
Year”.  Andy Youpel was named the “Jack Vlazny Lifetime 
Achievement Award” winner.  They will be honored at the 
Reunion. 



 

URL Codes will be developed for Bishop Turley, Andy Youpel 
plus the 2026 Chicago Catholic League Hall of Fame Inductees 
Bob Munoz and Coach Ed McAllister, as well as the 2025 
Mendel inductee to the Chicago Catholic League Hall of Fame, 
coach Joe Magee. 

 



Mike Dreznes is developing a summary for each Honored 
Class.  It will be scrolling on the big screen throughout the 
evening.  Mike Dreznes showed a draft of the summary that 
was prepared for the 1966 Class. He offered to do something 
similar for each Honor Class.   However, he needs input from 
the classes regarding their accomplishments and 
distinguished Classmates.  

 

 

 

                  

                                      

               
                 

                                   
                                             

                                     

                                     
                        

                              
                               
                             
                               

                              
                              

                        
                                
                                 
                          

                     

                              

                 
        

              
         
           
        

                                
        

                 

                                       

                                    

                                                
                                             

                                        
                                    

                                        
                                              

                        
                                               

                                                      
                                          

                
                                 
                              



Hall of Fame Committee Report -J.C. Crane 

The HOF Committee is actively soliciting new Committee 
Members as well as 2027 Mendel Catholic High School HOF 
Nominations. The deadline for applications for Mendel 
Catholic High School HOF Nominations is December 31, 2026. 
Contact J.C. Crane for additional details. 

Website Committee Report-Rick Zarr  

Rick Zarr encouraged all Board Members to visit the Mendel 

Alumni Association Website. John Dreznes was thanked again 

for his dedication and hard work on the Website. 

Update on Mendel Alumni Association Golf Outing 

Bill Johnson was not at the meeting.   
We will be soliciting bottles of liquor for the Golf Outing soon.  
Bill Johnson is considering some innovative concepts to be 
used at this year’s golf outing, including “A Beat the 
Pro”against a female professional golfer to challenge golfers 
on a Par 3 Hole. 
 

2026 Legacy Awards-Eric Rouse & Craig Larson 
This year’s Legacy Award Committee consisted of Craig 
Larson, Eric Rouse, Tom Gavin, Mike Dreznes, Pat Regan, 
Kelvin Lovely, Ron Smith, Don Triveline, Dennis Heitzmann 
and John Wilson. 
 

The Committee reported a record number of applicants (19) 
and a record high Award payout amount ($18,000).  
 

The candidates were highly deserving with some impressive 
qualifications. 
 

Craig Larson did a wonderful job creating the Award 
Certificates and consolidating the submittals for the 
Committee to review.  Thank you to the Committee for your 
commitment and dedication. 



 

 

               



 

Chicago Catholic League Hall of Fame 

The Chicago Catholic League Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony will be on Thursday April 30, 2026.  Bob Munoz (’65) 
and Coach Ed McAllister will be inducted.   

The Mendel Alumni Association bought a table with ten seats 
for the induction ceremony. 

Board Members who were interested in attending included Bill 
Duffy, Mike Dreznes and Tom Gavin.  Anyone else who wants 
to attend should contact Mike Dreznes.  

 

Get Behind The Vest Program 

Behind the leadership of Committee Chairman Andy Youpel, 
the Veterans & First Responder Committee donated $1,000 to 
the Chicago Police for two protective vests that were 
distributed at the “Get Behind The Vest Pancake Breakfast” at 
St, John Fisher Church on February 22, 2026.   



 

The Veterans & First Responders Committee also donated a 
tree to be planted at Pioneer Park in Downers Grove in 
memory of Officer Richard Barth (’67) who was a Downers 
Grove Police Officer that was killed in the line of duty. 

Andy is waiting to hear from the Dolton Police regarding his 
offer to have the Mendel Alumni Association donate two vests. 

Mendel All-Class Family Cookout 

All Board Members were encouraged to attend the All-Family 
Cookout on June 27, 2026. 

 

 

       

                       



Plans for 2026 Golf Outing August 21, 2026– Bill Johnson 
Bill Johnson mentioned that he may invite a female 
professional golfer to challenge golfers on a Par 3 Hole. 
 

 
 
Bill Johnson will present an update at the next Board Meeting. 
 
 
History Speaks-Rick Zarr 
Rick Zarr encouraged everyone to attend the “History Speaks” 
presentation at the Buckley Homestead in Lowell, Indiana on 
June 13.  The program looks very entertaining. 

 



Mendel Honor Flight – Andy Youpel 
Mike Dreznes reminded all Veterans to submit an application 
for the Mendel Honor Flight to Washinton DC from Midway 
Airport. The flight will occur in late Spring/Summer 2027. There 
is no cost for the Veteran. However, they must bring a 
guardian. The cost for the guardian is $500. Another option is 
to have a guardian appointed at no cost. 
 
Mike Dreznes sent the application to all the Veterans on the 
Alumni Roster. They will send the applications back to Mike 
Dreznes, He and Andy Youpel will hand deliver all the 
applications to the Honor Flight office at O’Hare Field in May 
or June.  So far we have eight applications. 

 
 
Set Next Meeting Date 
The next Mendel Alumni Association BOD ZOOM Call will be 
on Wednesday June 17, 2026, at 7PM Chicago time.  
 
 
 
 



Closing Prayer-Fr. Tom Griffin 
Since Fr. Griffin was not at the meeting, Mike Dreznes thanked 
God for his guidance and asked Him to help us make 
productive and good decisions going forward. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:39 PM Chicago time. 
 
 
 


