
 

Mendel Alumni Association Board of Directors Meeting 
June 16, 2026 

MINUTES 
President Tom Gavin and Chairman Kelvin Lovely Called the 
Meeting to Order at 7:03 PM 
Bill Duffy, Fr. Tom Griffin, David Milton, Mike Frigo, Art 
Gillespie,  David Ireland, Craig Larson, Eric Rouse, Dan 
Rowan, Mike Dreznes, Tom Gavin, Kelvin Lovely, Pat Regan, 
Durell James, and Eric James were present.  
 
Bob Fioretti, Rick Zarr, Don Triveline, Bob Lopez, and Dennis 
Heitzmann notified the Board that they would not be able to 
attend prior to the meeting.  
 
Derek Lott (2nd Consecutive Miss with No Explanation), John 
Fanning (18th Consecutive Miss with No Explanation), Billy 
Hilbring (2nd Consecutive Miss with No Explanation), John 
Franklin (2nd Consecutive Miss with No Explanation), Terry 
Gainer, Mark Hubbard, J.C. Crane and Ron Dubin were Missing 
with No Explanation. 
 
Opening Prayer  
Fr. Tom Griffin, O.S.A. opened the meeting with a prayer 
asking for God’s guidance and grace for all Mendel Alumni. 
Since the list was long, Fr. Tom  prayed for half of the 
Monarchs whose deaths were announced since the last Board 
Meeting.  He promised to pray for the second half of the 
departed Monarchs in his closing prayer at the end of the 
meeting. 
 
April 7, 2026, BOD ZOOM Meeting Minutes-Mike Dreznes 



Mike Dreznes presented the Minutes from April 7, 2026 Board 
Meeting. No one had any questions or comments regarding 
the ZOOM Call Minutes. 
  
Mike Frigo made a motion to approve the minutes as 
submitted. Dan Rowan seconded the motion. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
 
Treasurers Report: Eric James 



 
  

Eric James explained that for a variety of reasons, the 
complete Treasurer’s Report was not available prior to the 
meeting.  Eric will send all Board Members copies of the actual 
Treasurer’s Report when it is available. 

Eric did present the results from the 2026 Reunion, which are 
shown below.  Unfortunately, Mike Dreznes showed the 
incorrect results during the meeting. 



 

 

Pat Regan mentioned that one of the reasons the cost for the 
Reunion was lower this year was due to the Cash Bar.  No one 
heard any negative comments from the attendees regarding 
the Cash Bar.  Pat also commented that a significant number 



of Monarchs were joined by guests at the Reunion, which 
increased the profitability.  He also noted that twenty people 
registered on site at the higher registration cost.  This also 
helped profitability.  

Pat Regan stated that he and Eric James were working well 
together as the Finance Committee.  Pat is the Comptroller and 
Eric James is the Treasurer.  

Dan Rowan made a motion to accept the modified Treasurer’s 
Report that was presented with the understanding that the 
complete Treasurer’s Report would be sent to all Board 
Members when it was available.  Mike Frigo seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
Locating Alumni Status-Mike Dreznes  

Mike Dreznes presented the following chart to show the 
progress made since June 20, 2023, to locate missing Alumni. 
He emphasized that we cannot expect Alumni to participate in 
the Mendel Alumni activities if they are not aware of them. We 
need email addresses! 



 

The goal is to have good email addresses for 65% of known 

living Alumni.  We currently have email addresses for 58.9% of 

known living Alumni.  When this campaign started in 2023, we 

only had email addresses for 22.97% of known living Alumni.  

We have identified 1,937 additional email addresses since 

2023. 

Mike thanked Rich Williams, Derrick Lott, terry Gainer, Andy 

Youpel, John Mikenis and Ron Dubin for their help to locate 

     
        
        
       
    

     

    

        

     

    

      

   

      

        



Alumni. Mike offered to send the Class rosters to any Board 

Members who were willing to help with the search.  

Mike explained that “BEEN VERIFIED” and “MY LIFE” were 
two useful sources to use to locate missing Alumni.  

 
Mendel Alumni Association 2026 All-Class Reunion Recap 
On Friday May 1, 2026, two hundred and seventy Monarchs 
and their guests gathered at Gaelic Park in Oak Forest, Illinois 
to celebrate the 2026 All-Class Reunion of the Mendel Alumni 
Association..  

 
The classes of 1955 & 1956 (80 Years), 1965 & 1966 (70 Years), 
1975 & 1976   

(50 Years), and 1985 & 1986 (40 Years) were the Honored 
Guests.  



 

                                                       
                                                            
                                                         
                                                       
                                                          
                                                           
                   

                                                                                     
                                                                                   
                                                                                 
                                                                             
                                                                                  
                                                                             
                                                                                



 



 



 

The day after the Reunion, a tour of Gwendolyn Brooks was 
conducted, which was followed by a Mendel All-Stars vs the 
Catholic League All-Stars Basketball Extravaganza that was 
coordinated by Billy Hilbring.   

All agreed that the Reunion Weekend was a big success, and 
all volunteers were thanked for their hard work. 

Hall of Fame Committee Report 
HOF Committee Chairman J.C. Crane was not in attendance at 
the Board Meeting. Mike Dreznes reminded all Board Members 



to submit HOF Nominations prior to the December 31, 2026 
deadline. 

Website Committee Report-Rick Zarr  

Website Committee Chairman Rick Zarr as not in attendance at 

the Board Meeting. Mike Dreznes encouraged all Board 

Members to visit the Mendel Alumni Association Website. Rick 

Zarr and John Dreznes were thanked again for their dedication 

and hard work on the Website. 

Update on Mendel Alumni Association Golf Outing 

Bill Johnson was not at the meeting.  Mike Dreznes presented 
an update. 



 
One person had registered for the Golf Outing as of the 
meeting date.  
 
The Board of Directors was asked to solicit hole sponsors 
now.  Bill Johnson will present an update at the next Board 
Meeting. 
 
Mendel All-Class Family Cookout 

    

   
   

                      
                              

                                             
                                       
                                              
                                                       

                                                                         

                    
                                                   

                            
                          



Art Gillespie explained that the Committee was making good 
progress on this year’s All-Class Family Cookout that will be 
held at Gately Park.  He presented a new video announcement 
by Derek Lott and a promotional flyer: 

 
Art Gillespie announced that the All-Class Family Cookout 
Committee is sponsoring a Popcorn Fund Raiser.  All Board 
Members were encouraged to participate in the Fund Raiser 
and also to attend the All-Class Family Cookout on June 27, 
2026. 



 

2026 Legacy Scholarships Recap-Craig Larson & Eric Rouse 
This year’s Legacy Award Committee consisted of Craig 
Larson, Eric Rouse, Tom Gavin, Mike Dreznes, Pat Regan, 
Kelvin Lovely, Ron Smith, Don Triveline, Dennis Heitzmann 
and John Wilson. 
 

The Committee reported a record number of applicants (19) 
and a record high Award payout amount ($18,000). Craig 
Larsen and Eric Rouse were thanked for their dedication and 
commitment to the Legacy Scholarship Program. 
 

 
The Board suggested that the Committee notifies all 
Augustinian High Schools about the Legacy Scholarship to 
ensure Alumni are aware of the program.   Ron Smith 
submitted the following message showing the appreciation 
from Providence High School for the Legacy Program: 

               



 
Chicago Catholic League Hall of Fame 

The Chicago Catholic League Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony was held on Thursday April 30, 2026.  Bob Munoz 
(’65) and Coach Ed McAllister were inducted.   

                                                                       

 
    

   

                                                                                              
                                                                                          
                                         

                                                                                    
                                                                                        
                                                                                  
                                                                                          
                                                                                   

                                                                                          
                                                                                        
                                  

                                                                                      
                                 

         



 



 

Mike Dreznes showed this list of Monarchs currently inducted 
into the      Catholic League HOF. 



 

 

 
Plans for 2026 Golf Outing August 21, 2026– Bill Johnson 
Bill Johnson was not able attend the meeting.  The Golf 
Committee asked that the All-Class Family Cookout Committee 
promote the Golf Outing in their promotional efforts.  
 

                            
                                       



 
 
Bill Johnson will present an update at the next Board Meeting. 
 
Mendel Honor Flight – Andy Youpel 
Mike Dreznes reminded all Veterans to submit an application 
for the Mendel Honor Flight to Washington DC from Midway 
Airport. The flight will occur in late Spring/Summer 2027. There 
is no cost for the Veteran. However, they must have a 
guardian. The cost for the guardian is $500. Another option is 
to have a guardian appointed at no cost.   
 
Andy Youpel explained that he hoped to have at least 16 
applications for the 16 Monarchs killed in Vietnam. Mike 



Dreznes offered to resend the Honor Flight announcement and 
the application to the entire Alumni Roster.  
 
UPDATE: As of June 22, 2026 we have sixteen applications.  
We are aware of at least another three Monarchs who have 
indicated their plans to apply. 

 
Andy Youpel must hand deliver all the applications to the 
Honor Flight office at O’Hare Field by July 1, 2026.   
 



John Mikenis Resignation-Mike Dreznes 
John Mikenis submitted his resignation from the Board of 
Directors effective immediately.  John was thanked for his 
service, and he was reminded that although he is no longer a 
Board Member, he will always be a Monarch and his continued 
support of the Alumni Association is welcomed and 
encouraged. 
 
501c3 Corporation Explanation-Eric James 
Mike Dreznes explained that the major difference between a 
501c3 and a 501c7 Organization is the tax deductible 
advantage of a 501c3 Organization.  However, the reporting 
requirements are more stringent for a 501c3 Organization. 



 
 



The Mendel Alumni Association is a Social Organization, while 
the Mendel Prep High School Alumni Association 1970 thru 
1988 Corporation is a Charitable Organization. Eric James said 
that he would be able to handle the reporting requirements. 
 
It was suggested that the “Mendel Prep High School Alumni 
Association 1970 thru 1988 Corporation” name be changed to 
something more inclusive like the “Friends of Mendel.” 



 
Another suggestion was made to move the Legacy 
Scholarship Committee under the 501c3 umbrella.  Other 
members of the Board questioned if there would be significant 
donations if the Mendel Alumni Association was a Charitable 
Organization. 
 
The following questions were raised during the meeting: 

            
                        

                                       
                            



 
It was recommended that an Advisory Committee be created to 
answer these questions and to determine the optimum 
configuration of the Alumni Association as it relates to the 
501c3 and a 501c7 Organization issue.  Eric James agreed to 
chair this Committee.  David Milton and David Ireland, and 
Mike Dreznes offered to serve on this Committee.  All Board 
Members were asked to notify Mike Dreznes if they want to 

                                                                            
                                                                            
                                                                             
                                                                                     
                                                                               
                                                                                   
                                                  

                                                                                   
                                                                                            

                                                                                       
                                                                        
           

                                                                                  
                                                                                  
                              

                                                                                  
                                                                                      
                  



serve on this Committee.   Nominations for the Advisory 
Committee must be received no later than July 1, 2026. 
 
The Board agreed to give the Advisory Committee sixty days 
to submit their recommendation.  The sixty days will culminate 
on August 11. 2026. The recommendation will be made to the 
entire Board at the next Board Meeting on August 18, 2026.  
 
Articles of Association Rewrite-Mike Dreznes 
Mike Dreznes presented the current Mendel Alumni 
Association Articles of Association as well as the following 
suggested modifications (in yellow highlight): 



 

                                                                                      

                              

                      

                     

                                                                                           

                 

                                

                                                                                   

                         

                                                    

                   

                                                                                        

                                                                                             

 



 

 

                                                                  

                                                                         

                                   

                                                                         

                                                                                 

                                                                            

                                                          

                                                                          

                                                                                   

               

                                                                               

                                                                                 

                                               

                                                                    

                                                                             

                                                                

                                                                            

                                                                   

                                                                           



 

         

                                                                       

                           

                         

                                                                                    

                                    

                                                                     

                                                                            

                                         

                                                                           

                

                        

                      

                                                                                   

                                                    



 

         

                                                                       

                           

                         

                                                                                    

                                    

                                                                     

                                                                            

                                         

                                                                           

                

                        

                      

                                                                                   

                                                    



 
Eric James suggested that the Executive Committee and the 
Board of Directors have an odd number of Members to avoid 
tie votes.  It was agreed to maximize the number of Board 
Members at 29, instead of 30.  No decisions were made 
regarding the number of Executive Committee Members. 

                                         

                                                                                 

                                                                                 

                 

                                                                                    

                                     

                                                                                       

           

                                                                                   

                                                                  

                                                            

                                                                                           

                                  



 
The Board asked for time to review the proposed amendments 
to have a vote at the next Board Meeting. 
 
Board of Directors Attendance History-Mike Dreznes 
Mike Dreznes submitted the following document to show the 
meeting attendance history for all Mendel Board of Directors. 

 



It was agreed that Board Members are expected to attend 
(attend or excused) at least 65% of the Board Meetings. 
 
Board of Directors Membership Update Effective August 1, 
2026-Mike Dreznes 
Mike Dreznes showed the following slide that illustrates the 
terms for all Board Members, as well as their attendance 
record.   



 
Kelvin Lovely and Tom Gavin will contact Mark Hubbard, Eric 
Rouse, Ron Dubin, Art Gillespie, Craig Larson and David 
Milton to verify their interest to continue as Board Members.   
UPDATE: Mike Frigo and Dan Rowan submitted their requests 
to have another term as Board Members.   
 



Tom Gavin announced that he spoke to John Fanning and 
John Fanning agreed that his Board term be ended early 
effective 7/31/26.  John was thanked for his service. 
 
Next Mendel Board Meeting 
The next Mendel Alumni Association BOD ZOOM Call will be 
on Tuesday August 18, 2026, at 7PM Chicago time.  
 
Closing Prayer-Fr. Tom Griffin 
Fr. Griffin thanked God for his guidance and he prayed for the 
second half of the Monarchs whose deaths were announced 
since the last Board Meeting. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:46 PM Chicago time. 
 
 
 


