
 

Mendel Alumni Association Board of Directors Meeting 
August 18, 2026 

MINUTES 
President Tom Gavin and Chairman Kelvin Lovely Called the 
Meeting to Order at 7:03 PM 
Dennis Heitzmann, Bill Duffy, Fr. Tom Griffin, Mike Frigo, Art 
Gillespie,  David Ireland, Craig Larson, Eric Rouse, Dan 
Rowan, Mike Dreznes, Tom Gavin,  J.C. Crane, David Ireland, 
Kelvin Lovely, Pat Regan, Don Triveline, Durell James, Andy 
Youpel, Bill Johnson and Eric James were present.  
 
Bob Fioretti, Rick Zarr, Bob Lopez, and David Milton notified 
the Board that they would not be able to attend prior to the 
meeting.  
 
Derek Lott (3rd Consecutive Miss with No Explanation), Billy 
Hilbring (3rdd Consecutive Miss with No Explanation), John 
Franklin (3rd Consecutive Miss with No Explanation), Mark 
Hubbard (2nd Consecutive Miss with No Explanation), and Ron 
Dubin (2nd Consecutive Miss with No Explanation), were 
Missing with No Explanation. 
 
Opening Prayer  
Fr. Tom Griffin, O.S.A. opened the meeting with a prayer 
asking for God’s help for a good meeting and his grace for all 
Mendel Alumni. He also prayed for good weather and a 
successful, fun Golf Outing. 
 
June 6, 2026, BOD ZOOM Meeting Minutes-Mike Dreznes 
Mike Dreznes presented the Minutes from June 6, 2026 Board 
Meeting. Eric James asked that Mike Dreznes’ name be 
replaced by his name in this paragraph: 



“501c3 Corporation Explanation-Eric James  explained that the major 
difference between a 501c3 and a 501c7 Organization is the tax 
deductible advantage of a 501c3 Organization”  This change was 

made.  
 
No one had any other questions or comments regarding the 
ZOOM Call Minutes. 
  
Pat Reagan made a motion to approve the modified minutes. 
Dan Rowan seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
Treasurers Report: Eric James 



 
  

Eric James presented a very detailed Treasurer’s Financial 
Report and a Committee Report.  He explained that the 
Executive Board needs to discuss the Financial Report. 

 
Locating Alumni Status-Mike Dreznes  

Mike Dreznes presented the following chart to show the 
progress made since June 20, 2023 to locate missing Alumni. 
He emphasized that we cannot expect Alumni to participate in 



the Mendel Alumni activities if they are not aware of them. We 
need email addresses! 

 

The goal is to have good email addresses for 65% of known 

living Alumni.  We currently have email addresses for 58.5% of 

known living Alumni.  When this campaign started in 2023, we 

     
        
        
       
    

     

    

        

     

    

      

   

      

        



only had email addresses for 22.97% of known living Alumni.  

We have identified 1,937 additional email addresses since 

2023. 

Mike thanked Rich Williams, Derrick Lott, terry Gainer, Andy 

Youpel, John Mikenis and Ron Dubin for their help to locate 

Alumni. Mike offered to send the Class rosters to any Board 

Members who were willing to help with the search.  

 
Hall of Fame Committee Report 
HOF Committee Chairman J.C. Crane was not in attendance at 
the Board Meeting. Mike Dreznes reminded all Board Members 
to submit HOF Nominations prior to the December 31, 2026 
deadline. 



 

Website Committee Report-Rick Zarr  

Website Committee Chairman Rick Zarr as not in attendance at 

the Board Meeting. Mike Dreznes encouraged all Board 

Members to visit the Mendel Alumni Association Website. Rick 

Zarr and John Dreznes were thanked again for their dedication 

and hard work on the Website. 

Update on Mendel Alumni Association Golf Outing 

Bill Johnson was not at the meeting.  Mike Dreznes presented 
an update. 



 

    

   
   

                      
                              

                                             
                                       
                                              
                                                       

                                                                         

                    
                                                   

                            
                          



 
 
Monarchs have donated many items that will be either raffled 
off as Premium or Standard Items or used for Prizes the 
Foursomes at the Golf Outing.  



 



 
Two Silent Auction Items will be available at the Golf Outing. 



 



 
 
The Committee is having good success with Hole Sponsorship 
Sales.  The goal is to exceed $7,000 in Sponsor Signs. 



 
Bill Johnson has done a wonderful job as the Chairman of the 
Golf Committee.  He asked for Volunteers to make this the best 
Mendel Golf Outing ever.  



 
Mendel All-Class Family Cookout 
Art Gillespie explained that the All-Class Family Cookout was 
a big success.  He thanked all of the volunteers who helped 
this year, and he is looking forward to even a better Cookout 
next year. 



 
Mendel Honor Flight – Andy Youpel 
Andy Youpel explained that the Honor Flight would happen in 
late Spring/Summer 2027. There is no cost for the Veteran. 
However, they must have a guardian. The cost for the guardian 
is $500. Another option is to have a guardian appointed at no 
cost.   
 
These are the Monarchs who have applied for the Honor Flight. 



 
 
 



501C3 Corporation Advisory Committee Report on Optimum 
Configuration of the Alumni Association as it Relates to the 
501C3 and the 501C7 Organizatio Issue Eric James 
 

Eric James presented a proposal to remove the Comptroller 
position from the Executive Board and to limit the number of 
Executive Board Members to odd number to break tie votes.   
This turned into a major discussion that could not be resolved 
during the Board Meeting.  
 
It was decided that a Long Range Planning Committee chaired 
by Eric James be created to present a proposal regarding the 
501C3 vs 501C7 situation and the revised Articles of 
Association to the complete Board at the next Board Meeting.  
David Milton and David Ireland, and Mike Dreznes offered to 
serve on this Committee.  These questions, among others 
need to be addressed: 



 



 
The Board asked the Long Range Planning Committee  to 
submit their recommendations to the Executive Board ASAP.  
 
Articles of Association Rewrite-Mike Dreznes 
Mike Dreznes presented the current Mendel Alumni 
Association Articles of Association as well as the following 
suggested modifications (in yellow highlight): 



 

                                                                                      

                              

                      

                     

                                                                                           

                 

                                

                                                                                   

                         

                                                    

                   

                                                                                        

                                                                                             

 



 

 

                                                                  

                                                                         

                                   

                                                                         

                                                                                 

                                                                            

                                                          

                                                                          

                                                                                   

               

                                                                               

                                                                                 

                                               

                                                                    

                                                                             

                                                                

                                                                            

                                                                   

                                                                           



 

         

                                                                       

                           

                         

                                                                                    

                                    

                                                                     

                                                                            

                                         

                                                                           

                

                        

                      

                                                                                   

                                                    



 

         

                                                                       

                           

                         

                                                                                    

                                    

                                                                     

                                                                            

                                         

                                                                           

                

                        

                      

                                                                                   

                                                    



 
Eric James suggested that the Executive Committee and the 
Board of Directors have an odd number of Members to avoid 
tie votes.  It was agreed to maximize the number of Board 
Members at 29, instead of 30.  No decisions were made 
regarding the number of Executive Committee Members. 
 

                                         

                                                                                 

                                                                                 

                 

                                                                                    

                                     

                                                                                       

           

                                                                                   

                                                                  

                                                            

                                                                                           

                                  



No decisions were made regarding the modified Articles of 
Association.  The Board asked for time to review the proposed 
amendments to have a vote at the next Board Meeting. 
 
Board of Directors Membership Update-Mike Dreznes 
Mike Dreznes presented the following proposal for the 
configuration of the Mendel Alumni Association Board of 
Directors: 



 
The proposed new Board of Directors  configuration could not 
be approved due to a disagreement regarding the Comptroller 
position. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
2026 Gregor Mendel Appeal 



Mike Dreznes presented this preliminary proposal for the 2026 
Gregor Mendel  

 
2027 Mendel Legacy Award  
Mike Dreznes announced that the deadline for applications for 
the 2027 Mendel Legacy Award would br March 15, 2027.  
Craig Larson and Eric Rouse agreed to chair the Legacy 
Committee in 2026.  



 
 
 



 
Next Mendel Board Meeting 
The next Mendel Alumni Association BOD ZOOM Call will be 
on Tuesday October 27, 2026, at 7PM Chicago time.  
 
Closing Prayer-Fr. Tom Griffin 
Fr. Griffin thanked God for his continued guidance for the 
Mendel Alumni Association. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:11 PM Chicago time. 
 
 
 


